
 
 2 – 6 Gullane Drive, Sunbury Vic 3429 
 email: goonawarra.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au / website: www.goonawarra.vic.edu.au 

Telephone: 9744 7137 

No:  18 - 2019  Thursday, 8th August 2019 

Goonawarra is G.R.E.A.T! 

At Goonawarra we all aim to be - 

Generous  Responsible  Enthusiastic  Ambitious  Trustworthy 

 

Register to get your electronic copy of the school newsletter by clicking on subscribe on our 

school website:  www.goonawarra.vic.edu.au 
 

Please keep informed by reading the Newsletter, noting dates of upcoming events and when forms and money 
are due. 
 

‘Creating, Nurturing & Expanding Learning Opportunities through  
Quality Education.’ 

 
 

 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY: 
Recently 90 randomly selected families from our school data base were provided with the opportunity to 
participate in the DET 2019 Parent Opinion Survey. 
The information gained from this online Survey will assist the school in celebrating successes as well as 
provide information on areas for improvement.   
So far the participation rate of the 90 families has been very poor. Only 22 have responded. It is extremely 
important that a large number of families respond so that the data is representative of the whole community. 
 

Due to this, I am inviting other families who would like to complete the survey to go to the following site 
https://www.orima.com.au/parent , select Goonawarra Primary School and use 613093 as the login. 
The survey will close at midnight on Sunday 18th August.   

MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT SUN 

12th 13th 14th 

Book Fair 
Preview 
 

15th 

Book Fair 
8.30am-9am 
Preps – Sunbury Library 
Incursion 9am -11am 

16th 

Book Fair 
8.30am-9am 

17th 18th 

 

19th 

Book Week 
Dress Up Day 
& Parade 
9.15am-10am 

20th 21st 

State School 
Spectacular 
Rehearsal – Melb. 
Town Hall 

22nd 

Keyboard make up 
Lessons 

23rd 

Prep Breakfast 
8.15am 

24th 25th 

 

 

 

26th 27th 28th 29th 

Father’s Day Stall 
30th 

Casual Clothes Day 
 Gold coin 
donation to 
 Care Works 

31st 1st 

Father’s 

Day 

 

2nd September 
School Council 
6.30pm 
Dad’s Big Day 
Out at School 
9-11am 

3rd 
Grades 5/6 
Personal 
Project 
Presentations 
5pm-6pm 

4th 5th 

 2020 Prep  
Transition No.2 
9.15am-10am 

6th 

Summer Lightning 
Premiership 
Boardman Stadium 
 

7th 8th  

9th 10th 11th 

Grades 5/6 Camp 
Wilkin at 
Anglesea 

12th 

Grades 5/6 Camp Wilkin 
at Anglesea 
School Choir State School 

Spectacular rehearsal – 

Hisense Arena 9am-5pm 

 

13th 

Grades 5/6 Camp 
Wilkin at Anglesea 
School Choir State 

School Spectacular 

rehearsal – Hisense 

Arena 9am-5pm 

15th 

State 

School 

Spectacular. 

Performance 

16th  
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MANY THANKS! 

I would like to thank everyone for the well wishes and congratulation messages for ‘Principal’s Day’ last Friday. 
It was a special day indeed! 
Some of the junior classes wrote about ‘What Does Mr Fairweather does all day?’ Here are some of their thoughts: 

 Drinks coffee 

 Works on his computer 

 Does funny dances 

 Checks on classes and teachers 

 Drinks a lot of coffee 

 Spends money 

 Organises things for the school 

 Has meetings in his office 

 Talks to everyone 

 Runs after kids who escape 

 Makes announcements 

 Shows new families around our school 

 Shakes our hands 

 Drinks some coffee. 
 
It’s a great job! Made better by the coffee it would seem! 
 
PLANETARIUM COMES TO GOONAWARRA: 
 

Today students in Grade 1 & 2 viewed stars and 
planets from inside a large inflatable 
planetarium in the gym. The students had the 
opportunity to explore the night sky of our 
Southern Hemisphere and learn about weather 
and seasons. Students thoroughly enjoyed this 
incursion.  Here are some of their comments:  
I like that it was 3D.  I learnt that the Earth rotates and it takes 24 hours to go all the 
way around the sun.  Tayla R 

They set up a big planetarium dome.  A projector shone inside the dome and I could see space.  Thomas P  
There was a projector inside the dome, it showed us information about space, weather, and how the Earth rotates.  My 
favourite part was learning about space and what we would see when we look at the stars tonight.  Ava R 
 
CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK! 

Children’s Book Week will be celebrated at school from Monday 19th – Friday 23rd August. 
As part of our celebrations there will be a whole school ‘Dress Up Day & Parade’ on Monday. 
 
All students are invited to dress up as their favourite story book character and participate in the Book Week Parade 
which will take place in the gym between 9.15am – 10am. 
All parents and friends are most welcome to attend. 
 
ICT USER FORM: 

An Acceptable Use Agreement needs to be signed for all students in the school.  Many parents signed the form at 
the recent Parent & Teacher Discussion meetings.  
Due to the importance of this document, students are now being restricted in their access to digital technology eg 
laptops, ipads etc until the form is returned.  Your child’s teacher or the office can provide additional forms if 
required. 
 
STUDENT ABSENCES: 

How many days has your child/ren had off school so far this Term? 
The State goal for this half of the year is six days absence per child (12 for the whole year). 
On average there are 60 students absent every day. 
We need your help in trying to reduce the number of days children are not at school. 
Of course, if your child is sick, please keep them at home. 
We hear so many stories of children staying home due to birthdays, visitors, celebrations, additional holidays, cold 
and hot weather and so on. 
The more time a child has off school, the less they learn. 
Please consider your child’s future educational progress the next time they are absent due to a non-medical reason. 



 
2020 PREPS 
FIRST TRANSITION SESSION 

On Tuesday, the Prep students for next year enjoyed their first Transition Session. They were divided into three 
groups who enjoyed time doing activities in the gym, Art Room and a classroom. At the same time, their parents 
and some grandparents spent time getting to know each other over a cuppa. 

 
SCHOOL TOURS: 

Individual School Tours are currently being offered to families seeking a suitable school for their child next year.  If 
you are aware of families with a 2020 Prep child, or another grade level please ask them to contact the office on 
9744 7137 to arrange a personal tour. 
 
CAMP AUSTRALIA: 

Unfortunately, May, the current Before and After School Care coordinator is leaving Camp Australia at the end of 
this week. May has been a wonderful coordinator and she will be sadly missed by students, parents and staff. We 
wish her all the best in the future. 
Camp Australia has not announced May’s replacement at this stage. 
 
CARE WORKS WINTER FOOD APPEAL: 

 From August 12th to September 12th Care Works will be conducting a Winter Food Appeal. At this time of year, 
their stocks are low and they need to replenish their pantry items. They have asked our school community to assist 
them by donating packets of cereal or baked beans. There will be a collection table near the Roundabout outside 
the Library for donated goods to be collected.  
Care Works 

Care Works in Sunbury is a non-profit organisation, which provides food relief, clothing, furniture or other articles 
and emergency financial assistance to families in need. They also provide referrals to social welfare services, 
accommodation, rehabilitation facilities, legal aid and counselling services. 
 
CareWorks is committed to partnering with local churches, community organisations and businesses to provide 
social welfare and outreach programs within our community.  
Care Works provides our school with fruit each week to enable students who don’t have a healthy snack to have 
something to eat. They also provide bread, vegemite, jam and margarine to make sandwiches for those students 
who don’t have lunch. 
The gold coin donations from the Casual Clothes Day on the 30th  August will also be given to Care Works to assist 
them to help families in our community 
 

 

The Scholastic Book Fair is on again! 

 

 Students will preview the books on sale on Wednesday 14th August with their grades where they will 

make up a wish list. 

 All parents have the opportunity to buy Wednesday 14th August from 9am through to 2pm and on 

Thursday 15th August from 2pm to 3.30pm.  These will be backorder sales only, as we need to keep the 

shelves stocked for the student sales.  

 Book sales will be in the library on -  

-Thursday 15th: August   8.30am – 9.00am  

-Friday 16th: August 8.30am-9am 

 The Book Fair will be available to the Kindergarten on Thursday 15th August between 9.30am and 2pm. 

 

Payment Reminders: 

Grade 5/6 Camp Wilkin:  Final Payment due by Friday 23rd August. 
 

Payments can now be made on the QKR App for the following: 
Grade 1/2: Planetarium Incursion: $8.00 due by Wednesday 6th August  
State School Spectacular Choir members : T Shirt: $25.00 due by Monday 19th August    

 
 
 
  
 



Alan Fairweather 
Principal 
fairweather.alan.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Term Dates 2019 
Term 3: 15th July to 20th September 
Term 4: 7th October to 20th December 
 

Term Dates 2020 

Term 1:  Grades: 1-6:  29th January to 27th March 
  Preps: 30th January to 27th March 

Term 2: 14th April to 26th June 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER  

Friday 9th  August Nicole Huybers, Regina Reid, Michelle Ulm 

Monday 12th August Nicole Huybers 

Friday 16th August Nicole Huybers, Tricia Smillie 
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