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Goonawarra is G.R.E.A.T! 

At Goonawarra we all aim to be - 

Generous  Responsible  Enthusiastic  Ambitious  Trustworthy 

 

Register to get your electronic copy of the school newsletter by clicking on subscribe on our 

school website:  www.goonawarra.vic.edu.au 
 

Please keep informed by reading the Newsletter, noting dates of upcoming events and when forms and money 
are due. 
 

School Vision: 

All students are confident, curious learners who feel supported and 

able to meet the challenges at school and beyond.  
 

 

 

 

FUTURE DATES FOR THE DIARY: 

Grade Six Graduation – Wed 18th Dec 

Final day of school year – Friday 20th Dec - Assembly @ 9.10am – Dismissal from classrooms @ 1.30pm 

 

 

FINAL NEWSLETTER FOR THE YEAR 
 

MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT SU

N 

TOMORROW 
School Choir Christmas Tour in  Sunbury 

14th 15th 

16th 

Grade 6 
Dance 9am-
10am 

17th 

Prep – Grade 6 Buddy 
Celebration BBQ 
11.30am-1.30pm 
 

Grades 3-4 Maddingley 

Park  end of year excursion 

18th 

Grade 6 Dance 
9am-11am 
 
Grade 6 Graduation 

Evening 7.30pm 

19th 20th 

LAST DAY OF TERM 
 
CANTEEN CLOSED 
 
9.10AM ASSEMBLY 
 
1.30PM DISMISSAL 

SCHOOL 

HOLIDAYS 

COMMENCE 

 

 
 

27th January 

2020 
28th 

PUPIL FREE DAY 
 
Book Pack Sales 
8am-5pm 

29th 

Prep Student 

Testing 

Appointments 

GRADES 1-6 

COMMENCE 

TERM 1 2020 

30th 

PREPS 
COMMENCE 
TERM 1 2020 
9.00am-
1.30pm 

31st 

PREPS 9.00am-1.30pm 
1st 

 

2nd 

3rd  February 
Preps 
 9am-3.30pm 

4th 5th 

Prep Student 

Testing 

Appointments 

 

6th 7th 8th 9th  
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The Whole School Concert – What a great success! 
Judging by the excitement on the night and by the feedback received, the Whole School Concert held last Friday 
night was a huge success! 
All classes participated with much energy and enthusiasm. 
It is always a fantastic community event enjoyed by all. 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed in some way to allow the event to occur to the high standard it did. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOOK PACK PURCHASE DATES: 

The 2020 Book Packs are available for purchase today up to 5pm. 
They are also available as from Tuesday 28th January. 
The School Contribution (which includes the Book Packs) has been set by School Council at $180 per student for 
2020. 
If you still have an outstanding School Contribution fee for this year ($175), it would be appreciated if this could be 
settled before the new year begins. 
 

2020 NEWS: 
There will be quite a few changes in staffing for next year.  These changes include: 

 My retirement at the end of this Term 

 Gerald Bronchinetti retiring following 25 years at Goonawarra. 

 Michelle Cassell (Integration Aide for 10 years) has accepted employment at a training agency. 

 Kathleen Kelly (4 years) is taking the opportunity to expand her teaching experience at another school 

for 12 months with Truffle the dog. 

 Catherine Vanzin (1 year) is also taking the opportunity to expand her teaching experience at another 

school 

 Madison Minns (2 years) is due to have her first baby in March. She may return in the future. 

On behalf of the whole school community, I thank all of the above staff for their dedication and commitment to 
the school throughout their time at Goonawarra. 
They have all had a very positive and long lasting impact on the students who have been in their care. 
Through their various roles and responsibilities, they have all displayed a high level of professionalism. They 
have always sought to nurture, encourage and develop the skills, knowledge and character of students. 
 
*Mr B is one of the longest serving teachers at Goonawarra. He has been at the school for 25 years of its 33 year 
history. Mr B has worked with all three Principals since the school opened.  He has provided the wisdom of 
experience, a strong IT knowledge and the ability to move forward with an ever changing curriculum. Enjoy 
your future adventures Mr B! 
 
Mr Bronchinetti has written: 

Time for a Change! 
As I approach retirement, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the children, parents and staff for making my time 
teaching at Goonawarra Primary both a rewarding and enjoyable experience, spanning the best part of 25 years. During this 
time many changes have occurred in education but some things have remained constant and these I will cherish. The warm 
smiles of children greeting me hello in the morning, the support of parents and colleagues (past and present) and the sense of 
community and friendship. I am looking forward to pursuing my other interests in the future including travel, music (guitar), 
time with my family and friends, and of course following the mighty Bulldogs! 
Best wishes to all. 
Mr. B 
 



*Michelle Cassell has worked tirelessly with many students in her role as an Integration Aide. She has helped 
and supported students right across the school. Her guidance and encouragement with simple to complex tasks 
has been of great assistance to the students in her care. 
Michelle also has expert skills in IT and has been responsible for redesigning and maintaining the school 
website which has proven to be extremely popular and a great source of information especially to prospective 
new school families. 
 
Michelle has written: 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the wonderful staff, students and community for the support you have shown me 
during my time at Goonawarra Primary School.  It has been amazing to see the changes and enrichment within our growing 
school community during the past 10 years.  Although I am sadden to be leaving, it has assisted me in my personal growth and 
development, to support me in my new role as a Trainer/Assessor for Education Support and Student Welfare Co-Ordinator 
for a training organisation.  Thanks to everyone, I will miss you all. Michelle Cassell (Integration Aide) 
 
*Ms Kelly has worked mainly in the senior section of the school. Her calm, reflective and thoughtful approach 
to life and teaching has been of great value to the students she has taught.  She is very supportive of her 
colleagues and provides many creative ideas when delivering the curriculum. Mrs Kelly is currently 
undertaking a Masters degree in Wellbeing and is interested in experiencing teaching in other culturally 
diverse areas. Unfortunately, wherever Ms Kelly goes, Truffle goes as well.  As a Therapy Dog in training, 
Truffle has been of great comfort and a source of behaviour redirection for many students. 
 
Ms Kelly has written: 
During my time at Goonawarra Primary School I have had the pleasure and privilege of working with an amazing group of 
staff and students. It was evident to me from the time I arrived that there was something special about the school, in particular 
the warm and inclusive atmosphere created by the people who worked here and the students themselves. Goonawarra PS plays 
an important role within the community as it works with families to shape and support the development of our children; 
creating high achievers, happy individuals and future leaders. It has been a very rewarding experience being part of this 
community and celebrating the students’ many achievements including graduations, Christmas concerts and sporting 
accolades. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at this school and while I am looking forward to the opportunities offered by my 
new school next year I will miss the supportive and caring environment here. Thank you to all of the students for making me 
(and Truffle) part of their learning journey and a huge thank you to the fantastic staff. I will miss you all but I will stay in 
touch  
Best wishes and have a very merry Christmas, 
Kathleen Kelly 
 
*Ms Vanzin has taught Italian very effectively to many students across the school. She has also worked in 
Grade 2B for two days a week. Her quiet and caring nature has been of great value to many students. Ms 
Vanzin has been able to secure a position at another school where she will have her own classroom fulltime. 
 
*Ms Minns is completing her second year at Goonawarra. She is very dedicated to all students and encourages 
them daily to produce their best efforts with her infectious positive, ‘you can do it’ attitude. Ms Minns is due to 
have her first baby in March.  We wish her and Minns Junior all the best! 
 
Ms Minns has written: 
My time at Goonawarra Primary has been nothing short of amazing. Staff, parents and students all welcomed me with open 
arms. I have learnt a lot and been supported throughout my journey. I will miss all the student’s laughs, hugs and the constant 
smiles and seeing them grow over the year. Thank you for everything Goonawarra Community, I will be back to visit! 
 
NEW STAFF 
As staff move on, other staff have been appointed to commence their ‘Goonawarra experience.’ 
For 2020 we welcome the following staff members.  

Daniel Guglielmini is coming from Bell Primary School and will be an Area Leader in Grade 6. 
Samuel Taylor is coming from William Ruthven Primary School and will be an Area Leader in Grade 5. 
Tenisha Desira is coming from Newbury Primary School and will be teaching Grade 4. 
Jodie Davis is coming from Gladstone Views Primary School and will be teaching Grade 1. 
Cristina Galceran will be teaching LOTE – Italian for 3 days per week. 
 
All new staff have presented written applications addressing the key selection criteria. A panel of current staff 
members have read these applications, then shortlisted and interviewed prospective teachers. The successful 
applicants have then been offered employment. The school is well sought after as a place to teach, therefore there 
are many people who apply which provides a great selection to choose from. 
 



For Term One, the Regional Director has appointed Ms Dolores Giordimaina as the Acting Principal following my 
retirement. During Term One the ongoing Principal position will be advertised state wide. The successful applicant 
will commence in Term Two. 
I have invited Ms Giordimaina to attend school tomorrow afternoon and I will introduce her at Assembly. 

 
GRADE STRUCTURE: 
 

Class Room  2020 Staff Member 

Prep A 2 Tahlia Dwyer 

Prep B 3 Stephanie Island 

Prep C 4 Sue Conn 

Gr 1A 5 Jess Dunn 

Gr 1B 7 Lori Nichols 

Gr 1C 8 Jodie Davis 

Gr 2A 6 Stephanie Coakley 

Gr 2B 9 Michelle Pace - 3 days                      
Tracy Budin - 2 days 

Gr 2C 10 Sandi Cassinides - 3 days  
Lauren Milligan - 2 days          

Gr 3A 11  Rhiannon Lo Bosco 

Gr 3B 12  Marita Ryan 

Gr 3C 13 Breanna Thomas 

Gr 4A 14 Sam Bonello Condon 

Gr 4B 15 Angela Worledge - 3 days                     
Rhi Vella - 2 days 

Gr 4C 16 Tenisha Desira 

Gr 5A 17 Michael Fitzclarence 

Gr 5B 18 Samuel Taylor 

Gr 5C 19 Ewen Hildebrand 

Gr 6A 21 Daniel Guglielmini 

Gr 6B 22 Amber Parmley 

 

As this is the final Newsletter for the year, it is also my final one due to my retirement as from the end of next 
week. 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt gratitude and thanks to the whole school and local 
community for the support, encouragement, assistance and guidance provided to me over the last 8 ½ years. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed every aspect of my role at Goonawarra (maybe not emptying the rubbish bins and 
unblocking the toilets!) 
 
I can honestly say that in my 45 year long career, the students at Goonawarra have been some of the most polite, 
friendly and well-mannered that I have come across.  They are keen to help, to learn and support one another at 
every opportunity. They express a desire to learn new things every day.  
  
The student population dropped from 350 to 280 before I commenced in 2011. In 2020 we are expecting over 450 
students. This growth has been the result of the excellent work of all staff members in engaging students in their 
learning as well as the highly valued and encouraging support of the school community. You would be amazed at 
how many new enrolments are due to the recommendations of current school families or from members of the 
wider school community including hairdressers, neighbours, real estate agents, preschool centres, Betty in the 
Goonawarra General Store, the dentist and even the bottle shop! 
 
 I have a real sense of pride when these opinions are shared with me during a school tour. It reflects the great work 
that is done in each and every classroom on a daily basis. It reflects the dedication of the whole staff. It reflects the 
involvement of parents within the life of the school. It reflects the opinions the wider community form when they 
see our students walking around Sunbury in their school uniform. It reflects how we maintain our school grounds 
and buildings.   
 
Believe me, people do notice all these things and they quickly form an opinion. Through our collective efforts, 
there are many people who have formed strong positive opinions of the school. Thank you for the part you have 
played. Long may it remain. 
 
 
 



 
As the school moves forward and continually improves, as I know it will, this will be due to: 

 The ongoing and more intentional / focussed professional learning of staff which will guide what is 

taught, why it is taught and how it is taught which will have a huge impact on what students actually 

learn and benefit from. 

 The deepening of engagement and connection of students with their learning. 

 The extension of parent connections with all aspects of the school and their children’s learning. 

It has been a real delight and privilege to have spent the final stage of my teaching career with the Goonawarra 
community. I have always felt welcomed, respected and appreciated. To everyone, thank you very much.  I will 
greatly treasure my many fond memories of my Sunbury experience!  
 
GRADUATING STUDENTS: 

Next Wednesday our Grade Six students will celebrate the end of their primary school years with a Graduation 
Ceremony. 
They have achieved great academic results throughout the years and have matured in their attitudes and character. 
We thank them for all they have contributed to Goonawarra during their time here. 
We wish them all the best as they take the step into secondary school. 
 

TRANSITION DAY: 

The Transition Day on Tuesday was very successful with students moving up to their 2020 class with their new 
teacher. We also welcomed all the new Preps and their parents.  
Class photos were taken, printed and distributed to all students. Hopefully these are currently stuck to the fridge 
door for the Christmas holidays! 
 
ARE YOU LEAVING? 

The grade structure for 2020 has been finalised. 
It is important for the school to know if any students will not be attending Goonawarra next year.  
If your child/ren are moving schools (except Grade Six students) please notify the office as soon as possible. 
 
PAVERS: 

Twice a year families are given the opportunity to purchase a brick paver with names engraved into it.  If you have 
children leaving the school, then a paver is one way to celebrate the connection with the school.  
Previous pavers have been laid at the front entrance to the school. The new pavers will be added to the existing 
path. 
The pavers create a great memory for departing students or families joining the school. 
To order a paver, please complete the attached form and return to school. 
The price for each paver is $35.00. 
 
LAST DAY OF TERM: 
The last day of the school year is Friday 20th December. 
On this day there will be an Assembly at 9.10am to which parents are very welcome to attend.  We will be 
farewelling our Grade Six students and several staff members at this time. 
There will be the normal recess between 11am – 11.30am. 
Students will be dismissed from their classroom at 1.30pm to commence their school holidays! 
 
2020 STARTING DATES: 
Grade 1 – 6 students will commence on Wednesday 29th January. 
Preps will commence on Thursday 30th January. 
 
HOLIDAY PROGRAM: 

Camp Australia is offering a Holiday Program for 3 weeks between 6th – 24th January 2020. The program will be 
conducted at school in the gym. Contact Camp Australia directly on 1300 105 343 or via their website 
www.campaustralia.com.au 
 
GRADE SIX SWIMMING SESSIONS 2020: 
A note will soon be distributed for the Grade Six Swimming Program between Mon 10 th Feb – until Fri 14th Feb. 

 
SCHOOL TOURS: 

Individual School Tours are currently being offered to families seeking a suitable school for their child next year.  If 
you are aware of families with a 2020 Prep child, or another grade level please ask them to contact the office on 
9744 7137 to arrange a personal tour. 
 

http://www.campaustralia.com.au/


STUDENT BANKING: 

Student banking has closed for the year.  Please do not send passports and money next week. 

Thank you.  

 

Alan Fairweather 
Principal 
fairweather.alan.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

Term Dates 2019 

Term 4: 7th October to 20th December 
 
Term Dates 2020 

Term 1:  Grades: 1-6:  29th January to 27th March 
  Preps: 30th January to 27th March 

Term 2: 14th April to 26th June 
Term 3: 13th July to 18th September 

Term 4:  5th October to 18th December 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER  

Monday 16th December Nicole Huybers, Vanessa Radclyffe 

Friday 20th December CANTEEN CLOSED – LAST DAY OF TERM  

mailto:fairweather.alan.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://yhpc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/cartoon-christmas-tree-with-presents-2-701x1024.jpg&imgrefurl=http://yhpc.org.au/rallies/rally-groups/cartoon-christmas-tree-with-presents-2/&docid=g0vNbM9mOdy5nM&tbnid=1dMgrbWCBmFHnM:&vet=12ahUKEwihpeKZlpnfAhUXeisKHT9iCe44ZBAzKBwwHHoECAEQHg..i&w=701&h=1024&safe=strict&bih=694&biw=1536&q=christmas&ved=2ahUKEwihpeKZlpnfAhUXeisKHT9iCe44ZBAzKBwwHHoECAEQHg&iact=mrc&uact=8

